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THEMES OF OUTLAWED! 





Heke fells the flagstaff at Kororareka by Arthur David McCormick. Photo: Alexander Turnbull Library, New Zealand.
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THE MAKING OF THE MYTH





The historical and legendary figures in Outlawed! are celebrated in folklore, noted in history, romanticised in popular culture and, in some cases, became national heroes. They are the focus of strong support and powerful condemnation. Outlawed! examines the shared notion of the noble robber, with the earliest examples, the Chinese Water Margin and Robin Hood, later romanticised and remodelled by more recent outlaws.








RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LAND





Most outlaw stories involve conflict over the ownership or control of land. Ned Kelly argued poor Irish settlers were given unworkable land and he famously ripped up mortgages during a bank siege. Outlaws also typically live off the land, taking refuge in the forest, bush, mountains or marsh.








CONFRONTATION WITH AUTHORITY





Bloody battles, desperate pursuits, dramatic surrenders and hair-raising escapes form an integral part of outlaw legendry. Outlawed! contrasts epic tales with actual events and considers the attitudes of both the pursuers and the pursued – as well as their political motivations. 











OUTLAW AS PROPAGANDIST





Outlaws typically have a good eye for publicity, using the media to convey their justifications and build local support. Salvatore Giuliano wrote letters to newspapers, Ned Kelly penned his famous justifying Jerilderie Letter and Phoolan Devi was India’s self-styled female Robin Hood. 








CAPTURE, VICTIMS AND REWARDS





The reality of outlawry often left communities living in fear, innocent people killed, outlaws captured and ordinary people becoming heroes. Lives were changed and laws revised. Outlawed! presents the stories of the law enforcers/civilians who fought back and were rewarded for their bravery. 








ENDS





Most outlaws were eventually killed, caught or jailed. Some surrendered or were exiled and a few released. Outlawed! examines how the death of an outlaw can influence the birth of their legend. The exhibition also explores questions of identity which persist after death – Jesse James’ coffin was exhumed three times and Ned Kelly’s skull was examined by phrenologists.








OUTLAWS IN POPULAR CULTURE





The romanticisation and popularisation of outlaws has occurred over many centuries, with outlaws continually portrayed in stories, film, art and literature. Ishikawa Goemon is now a ninja video game, Belle Starr a buxom beauty and Ned Kelly presented as a hero when still considered by some as a common murderer. Why is Kelly so recognisable when hundreds of other bushrangers remain unknown? Outlawed! presents a collection of outlaw portrayals in popular culture – and challenges the visitor to question why and how the transformation has taken place.














Kelly and Horse, from Sidney Nolan’s�iconic Kelly Series. Nolan Gallery.
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Belle Starr: A Novel of the Old West, by Deborah Camp, 1987. Published by Harmony Books.
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Robin Hood Here Begynneth a Gest, the earliest known image of the outlaw Chepman & Myllar prints, 1520. National Library of Australia





Jesse James in his coffin, by AA Hughes, 1882.
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